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SWAN LOCATION 7779, WANNAMAL ROAD, BURNING OF HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE 
BANKSIA WOODLAND 

1522. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the minister representing the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services: 

With regard to recent instructions to a land-holder from the Shire of Gingin to burn all 4 100 acres of high 
conservation value banksia woodland at Swan location 7779, Wannamal Road, over two years - 

(1) As minister responsible for administering the Bush Fires Act, will the minister advise whether there has 
been any liaison with the Shire of Gingin on this particular matter; and, if so, what was the nature of 
that liaison? 

(2) Has there been any consultation with the Department of Conservation and Land Management on this 
matter, including policy on best practice for prescribed burning that ensures that ecologically-based fire 
regimes protect biodiversity; and, if so, what was the nature of that consultation? 

(3) If not, why not? 

(4) Will the minister advise whether there is a particular policy which shires are meant to follow on 
appropriate burning methods for high conservation value woodland for land that is to be burnt under the 
Bush Fires Act; and, if so, what is it? 

(5) If not, why is there no policy? 

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
(1) There has been no liaison between the Shire of Gingin, the Fire and Emergency Services Authority or 

the office of the Minister for Emergency Services.  The conduct of the Bush Fires Act 1954 in these 
matters is administered by the local government. 

(2) The Department of Conservation and Land Management has been informed of the proposed burning 
program by the chief bush fire control officer for the Shire of Gingin.  Input occurs when the area to be 
burnt is adjacent to estate managed by CALM or has biodiversity or wildlife significance.  CALM has 
not indicated that this burn is of interest to its management programs. 

(3) Not applicable. 

(4)-(5) A key issue facing FESA and local governments, which have primary responsibility under the Bush 
Fires Act 1954 for prevention and suppression, is finding an appropriate balance between 
environmental and community fire safety concerns.  There is not a specific policy and there are no 
provisions currently in the Act that make direct references to environmental sustainability or 
biodiversity.  FESA provides guidelines for prescribed burning, to be considered as part of an overall 
approach to strategic planning and fire prevention.  There is an increasing awareness within FESA and 
local governments of the interaction of matters relating to the Bush Fires Act with those which have 
been traditionally regarded as falling within the Environmental Protection Act 1986.  For example, 
FESA has - 

established a natural environment branch in its community safety division to assist in the 
consideration of environmental policy issues relating to urban bushland groups; 

drafted preliminary guidelines for use with hazard reduction burning programs which address a 
range of fire safety and environmental issues; 

published and circulated in conjunction with the Urban Bushland Council WA Inc a booklet 
“Fire Management Planning for Urban Bushland - A Guide for Landowners, Fire Officers and 
Bushland ‘Friends’ Groups”; and 

liaised closely with the Department of Environmental Protection in the development of draft 
legislation relating to native vegetation clearing controls, particularly as they will interact with 
the Bush Fires Act 1954, the Fire Brigades Act 1942 and the Fire and Emergency Services 
Authority of Western Australia Act 1998. 

 


